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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed on September 9, 
2003. 

2. Claims 1-14 are pending. Claims 1, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 &14 are independent 
claims. 

Priority 

3. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. JP 2002- 
268831, filed on September 13, 2002. 

Drawings 

4. The examiner has accepted the Drawings filed on September 9, 2003. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 11-12 & 14 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
claims describe a program to execute a method defined in another method claim. It is 
unclear if the claims are a dependent or independent claim format. If the claim is an 
independent claim then it should contain the steps of the actual method claim and not a 
numerical reference. Otherwise they should all describe the same method if dependent 
claim format. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 3-7, 9-10 & 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. The claims include the word "Can" thereby 
rendering the claims indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

9. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kelley 
(U.S. 6,320,671, filed May 15, 1998). 

Regarding Independent claim 1, Kelley discloses an information processing 
apparatus for processing information written in a language which can describe 
design of a window to be displayed by a browser, comprising: 

• Reception means for receiving first list data transmitted from 
another apparatus connected through a network (column 1, lines 
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45-55, wherein the list data is represented by the printable web 
pages that are received from another apparatus through a network. 
The HTML source file contains the list of printable web pages 
thereby comprising information written in a language that describes 
the design of a window so the browser can display the source files 
representing the list data); and 
• Storage means for storing a function expansion program for the 
browser, said function expansion program including acquisition unit 
adapted to acquire second list data and creation unit adapted to 
create the information for causing the browser to display a window 
based on the second list data acquired by the acquisition unit and 
the first list data received by said reception means (column 1 , lines 
55-67 & column 2, lines 1-5 & column 5, lines 5-10, wherein the 
browser is rendered in Netscape thereby inherently including the 
use of a function expansion program or plug-in. Since the printable 
web pages include different formats such as PDF, a plug-in would 
have to exit to support the rendering and printing in the browser of 
the document. In addition the client includes a plurality of lists 
thereby including an acquisition unit for receiving a second list 
supported by the Netscape browser using a plug-in). 
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Regarding Dependent claim 2, Kelley discloses wherein the function expansion 
program for the browser further comprises computation unit adapted to perform a 
set operation between the second list data acquired by the acquisition means 
and the first list data received by said reception means, and the creation unit 
creates on the basis of an operation result obtained by the computation unit 
(column 5, lines 5-10, wherein the browser is rendered in Netscape thereby 
inherently including the use of a function expansion program or plug-in. The plug- 
in is the computational unit that relates the list data so it is rendered and printed 
in the browser thereby forming a result). 

Regarding Dependent claim 3, Kelley discloses wherein the apparatus can be 
connected to at least one printing apparatus through a network, and the 
acquisition means acquires the second list data on the basis of information 
obtained from at least one of an operating system and control software for the 
printing apparatus (See figure 1, wherein the connection includes a printing 
apparatus connected to a network. The acquisition includes receiving the second 
list data or web pages from the network server and database that include an 
operating system). 

Regarding Dependent claim 4, Kelley discloses wherein the function expansion 
program for the browser further comprises second information creation means for 
creating the information for causing the browser to display an input window for 
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various conditions for printing processing executed by the printing apparatus on 
the basis of the first and second list data (column 5, lines 25-40, wherein the 
plug-in within the browser representing the function expansion program with the 
list data is used to render a window within the browser, including conditions for 
printing using a print list menu). 

Regarding Dependent claim 5, Kelley discloses wherein each of the first list 
data and the second list data lists at least one of information about a model of the 
printing apparatus, information about a paper size for printing by the printing 
apparatus, information about a paper type for printing by the printing apparatus, 
and information about a layout for printing by the printing apparatus (column 2, 
lines 5-15, wherein the list data includes identification information of the printer 
thereby describing the model of the printer used to select a printer on a network). 

Regarding Independent claim 6, Kelley discloses an information providing 
apparatus connected to a client apparatus through a network, comprising: 

• Storage means for storing first list data to be used by a function 
expansion program for a browser in the client apparatus which 
stores the second list data (See figure 1 & column 4, lines 45-60, 
wherein the client device includes a database for storage of the list 
data representing the web pages and are inherently used by the 
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function expansion program representing the browser plug-in used 
to render certain web pages that are in different formats); and 

• Transmission means for transmitting, through a network, at least 
one of information written in a language which can describe design 
of a window to be displayed by the browser and the first list data 
stored in said storage means in accordance with a request from the 
client apparatus (See figure 1 & column 1, lines 45-55, wherein the 
html source document representing the web pages or list data is 
send through a network and describes the design of a window for 
displaying on a browser. The list data is stored within the client 
database). 

Regarding Dependent claim 7, Kelley discloses: 

• Second storage means for storing image data (See figure 1 & 
column 4, lines 45-60, wherein the database within the client device 
represents a second storage means for storing the web pages that 
inherently include image data); 

• Reception means for receiving input information input in 
accordance with a window displayed by the browser in the client 
apparatus which can be connected to at least one printing 
apparatus through a network, and second transmission means for 
transmitting the image data to the client apparatus on the basis of 
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the input information received by said reception means (See figure 
1 & column 4, lines 45-67, wherein the input information in the 
window browser displays a print menu that is connected to a printer 
through a network and transmits the web pages representing the 
image data). 

Regarding Dependent claim 8, Kelley discloses: wherein each of the first list 
data, the second list data, and third list data lists at least one of information about 
a model of the printing apparatus, information about a paper size for printing by 
the printing apparatus, information about a paper type for printing by the printing 
apparatus, and information about a layout for printing by the printing apparatus 
(column 2, lines 5-15, wherein the list data represented by multiple lists includes 
identification information of the printer thereby describing the model of the printer 
used to select a printer on a network). 

Regarding Independent claim 9, Kelley discloses an information processing 
system in which an information providing apparatus and an information 
processing apparatus can communicate with each other through a network, 
wherein the information providing apparatus comprises first storage means for 
storing first list data, and transmission means for transmitting the first list data 
stored in the first storage means in accordance with a request from the 
information processing apparatus, and the information processing apparatus 
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comprises second storage means for storing a function expansion program for 
the browser, said function expansion program including acquisition unit adapted 
to acquire second list data and creation unit adapted to create the information for 
causing the browser to display a window based on the second list data acquired 
by the acquisition unit and the first list data received by said reception means 
(See figure 1 & column 1, lines 45-55 & column 4, lines 45-67, wherein the 
information providing apparatus includes the network server. The processing 
apparatus is the client device and is connected through a network. The providing 
apparatus contains a storage means represented by the database and stores the 
web pages or list data for transmitting to the client device based on user request. 
The client device includes the expansion program represented by the plug-in 
device within the browser used to read various file formats describing the list 
data). 

Regarding Independent claims 10, 11 & 12, Kelley discloses an information 
processing method in an information processing apparatus which processes 
information written in a language which can describe design of a window to be 
displayed by a browser and stores second list data, comprising: 

• A reception step of receiving first list data transmitted from another 
apparatus connected through a network (column 1, lines 45-55, 
wherein the list data is represented by the printable web pages that 
are received from another apparatus through a network. The HTML 
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source file contains the list of printable web pages thereby 
comprising information written in a language that describes the 
design of a window so the browser can display the source files 
representing the list data); 

• An acquisition step of acquiring the second list data according to a 
function expansion program for the browser (column 1, lines 45-55, 
wherein the second list data or web pages retrieved from the 
network include an acquisition step for acquiring the list data 
according to the browser plug-in used to render the list data); 

• A creation step of creating information for causing the browser to 
display a window based on the second list data acquired in the 
acquisition step and the first list data received in the reception step 
(column 5, lines 10-30, wherein information is rendered within the 
browser thereby including a window based on the web pages 
representing the list data). 



Regarding Independent claims 13 & 14, Kelley discloses a function expansion 
program for causing a computer to process information written in a language 
which can describe design of a window to be displayed by a browser, wherein 
the program causes the computer to execute: 

• A procedure for acquiring first list data transmitted from another 
apparatus connected through a network (column 1, lines 45-55, 
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wherein the list data is acquired by the printable web pages that are 
received from another apparatus through a network. The HTML 
source file contains the list of printable web pages thereby 
comprising information written in a language that describes the 
design of a window so the browser can display the source files 
representing the list data); 

• A procedure for acquiring second list data from the computer 
(column 1 , lines 45-65, wherein the list data is acquired by the 
printable web pages that are received from another apparatus 
through a network. This includes a second list data The HTML 
source file contains the list of printable web pages thereby 
comprising information written in a language that describes the 
design of a window so the browser can display the source files 
representing the list data); and 

• A procedure for creating information for causing the browser to 
display a window based on the first list data and the second list 
data (column 2, lines 10-30, wherein the browser renders the 
window based on the list data described by the web pages 
according to the HTML source documents). 

It is noted that any citation [[s]] to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior 
art references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be 
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limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon for 
all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. [[See, 
MPEP 2123]] 

Conclusion 

Other Prior Art Cited 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Kirk et al (U.S. Pub 2003/008851 8) discloses "Method And System For 
Secure Printing Via A Web Based Browser" 

• Roosen et al (U.S. Pub 2002/0036793) discloses "Remote Printer Control" 

• lhara (U.S. Pub 2001/0025325) discloses "Printing Apparatus, Printing 
Control Device And Printing System" 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Manglesh M. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 5937. The examiner can normally be reached on M,F 8:30-6:00 T,TH 8:30-3:00 
Wed 8:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen S. Hong can be reached on (571)272-4124. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Manglesh M. Patel 
Patent Examiner 
December 9, 2005 
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